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Electrical Power Production Specialist Keeps Pilots Safe

By Airman Tst Class Camille Lienau

National Guard Photo by Airman 1st Class Camille Lienau)

Tech. Sgt. Michael Reniewicz, 104th Fighter Wing power production shop leader, stands alongside base generators on December 10, 2020 at
Barnes Air National Guard Base. The testing he is about to perform ensures power reliability in the event of a commercial loss of power. (U.S. Air

“A typical day on the job encompasses a
variety of tasks such as troubleshooting,
equipment repairs, preventative
maintenance, and good record-keeping,”
said Reniewicz. “Our mornings start
with daily inspections on our arresting
systems. We will go out on the runway
and raise and lower the cables to

verify the control tower’s functions are
working.”

These mission-critical specialists ensure
our F-15 Eagle’s arresting systems are

operating properly. Arresting systems are
cables that span the width of the runway
to safely catch aircraft in the event

of an engine malfunction or rejected

takeoff. With Barnes having an alert-
fighter mission, these systems need to be
thoroughly capable for both the F-15s

and any other tailhook equipped aircraft

that may need to land.

“Our system is responsible for ensuring
the pilot’s safety and minimizing damage
to the airframe during an emergency
stop,” said Reniewicz. “The brakes we
use have an energy-absorbing capacity
of 65 million foot-pounds and can stop
an aircraft traveling in either direction in
1,200 feet or less.”

After Reniewicz confirms that the
arresting systems are in-service for the
aircraft, he handles any preventative
maintenance that is due and completes
any equipment repairs as needed.
Additionally, he performs monthly
power system testing on the base
generators to ensure reliability in the
event of a commercial loss of power.
There are several generators that can
power the entire base during a full power
loss and an automated transfer switch to
constantly monitor commercial power,
he said. “When any imperfections are
detected in the commercial supply, a
remote signal starts the generator and
supplies the building with emergency
power.”

Senior Master Sgt. Matt Chapman,
104th Fighter Wing civil engineering

chief enlisted manager, oversees the
work 1in the electrical power production
shop. Chapman explained that Airmen
like Reniewicz who maintain arresting
systems are critical to ensuring pilot
safety in the event of an accident.

“T'Sgt Reniewicz came to us as a
qualified Active-Duty transfer who

not only had tons of knowledge and
troubleshooting skills but also adhered
to the Air Force core values we strive
for every day,” said Chapman. “He
truly is a young leader that pushes his
career field to the limits and works with
leadership at all levels to ensure that the
mission never fails. He continuously
works on upgrading the arresting
system and maintaining it so it remains
in service 100% of the time,” he said.

During a recent deployment, he worked
alongside other specialists to build a

6 MW power plant for the base. This
type of power plant typically powers

all operations and facilitates fighter jets
returning from missions.
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Electrical Power Production, continued

By Airman Tst Class Camille Lienau
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Tech. Sgt. Michael Reniewicz, 104th Fighter Wing power production shop leader, speaks with the control tower to lower the arresting cables at
Barnes Air National Guard Base December 10, 2020. The arresting cables safely catch aircraft in the event of an engine malfunction or rejected
takeoff. (U.S. Air National Guard Photo by Airman 1st Class Camille Lienau)

“On my most recent deployment, we had He has always had great pride in his
over 70 generators, six aircraft arresting — military service, so after completing

systems, and dozens of light carts all his bachelor’s degree while on Active-
operating nonstop,” said Reniewicz. “In  Duty, he returned to his hometown
these situations, there is no doubt that of Chicopee and transitioned into the
the mission doesn’t succeed without Massachusetts National Guard to serve

the power production career field. If the his local community.
power goes out, the rest of the base can’t
function,” he said.

Tech. Sgt. Michael Reniewicz, 104th Fighter Wing power production shop leader, climbs out of a room containing arresting cables after
performing routine maintenance December 10, 2020 at Barnes Air National Guard Base. (U.S. Air National Guard Photo by Airman 1st Class
Camille Lienau)




104th Fighter Wing 2020 Annual Award Winners

Airman of the Year NCO of the Year SNCO of the Year First Sergeant of the Year
SrA Sara Kolinski TSgt Jaymie White MSgt Chris Torres MSgt Michael Hoar

FW HQ/PA FW HQ/JA SFS MSG

.............

CGO of the Year FGO of the Year Civilian of the Year
Capt. Colin MacEachern Maj. Christopher Ruscio Mr. Patrick LaFond
SFS FW HQ/JA MDG
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Welcomes, Farewells, Promotions and Points of Contact
104th Public Affairs Office

Did you know that we have a wellness center full of professionals who can help you with
a wide array of items?

Capt. Tra’Vorus Weaver, Chaplain, tra_vorus.weaver@us.af.mil

Lisa Potito, Airman & Family Readiness Program Manager, lisa.potito@us.af.mil
Amanda Winslow, Airman & Family Readiness Specialist, amanda.winslow@us.af.mil
Michelle Pennington, Director of Psychological Health, michelle.pennington.1@us.af.mil
Mary Keeler, Sexual Assault Response Coordinator, mary.keeler.2@us.af.mil

If you want to learn about a career with the 104th Fighter Wing call one of our
recruiters to learn more about serving in the Air National Guard, and the benefits you
can receive, including 100% tuition and fee waiver.

Recruiting Office Supervisor, Master Sgt. Glendaennis Schuster (413) 237-0427
Retention Office Manager, Tech. Sgt. Bento Fernandes, (413) 636-2291
Worcester Area Recruiter, Tech. Sgt. Brian Whitman, (413) 237-4525

Western Mass Recruiter, Tech. Sgt. Ernest Smith (413) 237-0982

Western Mass Recruiter, Tech Sgt. Kayla Gallagher (413) 207-5186

Are you looking for a new drill status guardsman opportunity at the 104th
Fighter Wing? Take a look at our 104FW DSG career opportunities page on
our SharePoint Page.

DSG Careers on SharePoint
Yes, your CAC is required to access SharePoint.

Staff Sgt. Hanna Smith, PA
Tech. Sgt. Juan Rodriguez, SFS

Staff Sgt. Brittany Dalton, AMXS
Staft Sgt. Matthew Nuzzo, MXS
Staft Sgt. Floyd Hall, LRS

Master Sgt. Ronald Ford, AMXS Chief Master Sgt. Robert Beaulieu, MXG
Senior Master Sgt. Nathan Mutti, LRS

Airman Twayne Clarke, LRS Staff Sgt. Amy Bertocchi, FSS

Airman 1st Class Diamond Rodriguez, Staff Sgt. Jeremy Furusho, AMXS
131FS Staff Sgt. Austin Herman, CES

Airman 1st Class Jack Proulx, CPTF Staff Sgt. Julianne Sharon, OSF

Airman st Class Joseph Dastous, CES Staff Sgt. Griffin Moore, OSF

Senior Airman David Masse, AMXS Tech. Sgt. Luke Laplume, FW Tech.
Senior Airman Christopher Gloster, MXS  Sgt. Steven Kelliher, SFS

Senior Airman James Teele, AMXS Master Sgt. Garret Goguen, LRS

Senior Airman Erika Pickard, CF Master Sgt. Juan Ochoa, CES

Senior Airman William Borcy, CEF Master Sgt. Steven Exware, SFS

Staff Sgt. Christopher Stiglin, LRS Senior Master Sgt. Kylie Burns Whalen,
Staff Sgt. Moriah Coleman, CES MDG

Staff Sgt. Brett Bamford, MXS Chief Master Sgt. Matthew Chapman, CES
Phone: 413-568-9151 Ext: 698-1299

Staff Sgt. Christabell Baah, FSS
Massachusetts Air National Guard
104th Fighter Wing - 175 Falcon Drive q
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